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Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners'

Today. American consumers enjoy better service, more Innovahon. variety of choices and lower prtces for
theIr Internet service Broadband subscribers has grown from 22 9 million m June 2003 to over 1328
mIllion as of June 2008, accordmg to the FCC's most recent report'

That's a five-fold Increase m Just five years. and represents the subscnptton of more than a third of all
Amencans Many of my conslltuents are among those subscribers who have turned 10 this portable
service

The current regulatIons governmg the Internet are working. while consumers are also recelvmg lower
costs and faster access to servIce That's why so many people continue to JOtn and take advantage of
available portable servIces

However, adoptmg so-called "net neutrahty~ Within the FCC's National Broadband Plan could dramatIcally
slow that strong growth - limiting access and keepmg the costs of adoptton too high for areas and
demographic groups that could benefit most. specifically the underserved community and the rural
community.

The legislative and fmanclal uncertainty created by such a policy damages broadband earners
confidence in long-term growth and slows the rate at which they can expand service. (f carriers are to be
able to meet the Increasing demand on their networks, there must be better Incentives for them to
continue investmg in basic infrastructure to provide quality service to all members of our community

I am grateful for the work done by the FCC thus far and respectfully encourage you to send a clear Signal
that the Commission pnontlzes 100 percent broadband adoptIOn above all else

Robert Steele
Cook County Comm,ssloner
PreSident of the NatIonal Association of Black County OffiCials

I fCC, High-speed Services for Internet Access, July 2009


